Table of Contents:

Dedication....ccccvieiiiieiiiniiiiiiiieiiiiiiieiiintiiietieatetnecsestosssssnssnsosnscsnnsons v
ACKNOWIEAgMENTS.eeeteeereerseassceesecessssssessssssssssssscsssssssassecsssssssne \Y
N 051 1 =T R VI
A ad) ARG (ORLA, L oot eiere e e e e e e e e et e e e e s et e e e e eee e e e e nnnans VII
Y oo [0 ox £ (0] o AP VI
CHAPTER ONE: THEORETICAL BACKGROUND.....cccccceeinviinniennrcannconns 1
1.1.The Development of CONSErUCTIVISIM..ucuuiieeniiuiieeeeeeeenrinrenceacescnsensancennns 1
1.2 Constructivist Theory....cccvveiiiiieiiniiniiiuiiieiiummeieeesatontosesssssnssssssnssnse. 2
1.2.1.The SoCial TheOIY..eceiiuiieiieiiiiiieeieeniintenceecnsencencemmensannn. 3
1.2.2 Constructivism and International Relation 4
1.2.3.The main assumptions of Constructivism..........cccceevveeeren... 7
1.2.4. Challenging NeorealiSt...c.ceeeeeeeiniieeeeeeeeneineieeiceenceecsannen, 8
1.2.5 UNIt OF ANAIYSIS. uuueiiiiiiiiiiiee s 9
1.2.6 Constructivism and Foreign Policy Analysis.......cccceeeeiieneens 10

1.3 The CaNQe. e iieiieiiiieiiniieiieiniinteeeeacssntensessessnsonsimonssnsosssssnsansnsens 12



1.3.1 ENvironmental FactorS....eeeeeeiiiierereeeneeeeeerescenescecasessnnnes 13

1.3.2 Internal factors.....c.coeeviieiiieiimininiiiieiiinreiieiienronnecensens 14
CHAPTER TWO: POLITICAL ISLAM IN TURKEY ...cctuiuieiiininienininnnenn 17
1.1 Historical Background........ccocoiveiiiniiiniiinerunnecisetossrosnecssasossscsnssonnss 17
11.2 The entrance of political Islam into political life.........ccccccvevuieiiniinnnnnene. 18
1.3 the Welfare Party.....cccccveeuiiiiinieiniiiierniniiernssesesnssssnimesssssssssssssases 28
11.4 The evolution of the AKP...ccceieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicir e, 30
CHAPTER THREE: THE AKP IN OFFICE....ccciviiiuiiiiiinieiiniiinenineencens 34
111.1 the AKP published Program.....cecceeeeeeiieiieiecnirnienceeceecsensenoscnssnnnns 34
111.2 how does the AKP program differ from its predecessors?.........c.ccoceevervennn. 40
111.3 the successive electoral VICtOries......ovvevuieiieiuiiieinrieenrrenneesnsssenmeensens 49
T11.3.1 the 2002 elections. . ....ceeveieiieiuriieiniiiernrreesnnniseesesnsessnsessssnsnssssnss 49
[11.3.2 the 2007 leCtiONS...cuvuiriiiiieiiiiiiiiieiiieieiieiiiirrerererec e ecseeeeens 55
[11.3.3 the 2011 elections. . ....vuvuiieniniieinineierniieiesnieeseseisesasessasnssssnsnsssnsnns 59
CHAPTER FOUR: THE RULE OF THE AKP....cccutviiiieiiniieiiniinicnecinnones 62
V.1 the Turkish economy under AKP.......ccccoetviiuiiiiieriineriiiniieneiceicecnns. 62

IV.1.1 Unemployment......cccvveieieiinieieiinieecsassnsonssssssnsossssnsonses 64



IV1.2 Inflation...cccoveiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiecneenaeens 66
IV.1.3 HOUSING..cviiiniiiiiiiniiiniiiiaiesniesneicsnssssasossscssssossscsnssonns 66
AV R0 -V S 1) ¢ 11 T PPN 66
V.2 the Turkish foreign policy under AKP.......cccccvuiieiiiiiiniieiiecnecneencnnn. 69

1VV.2.1 Multi- level identity rather than pure westernization ................72

IV.2.2 The use of SOft POWer.....c..ccvviuiiiieiiiniiiieiiinieieiesnionnecsnascnss 77
I1VV.2.3- A more independent foreign POlICY ..ceeeeeieiieiieinieninerenscnenns 87
CONCLUSION. .t tiitiiiiiiiiieiiiiiiiiiettesttiateeseesntsatssssssnssssmmessssnsssssssnsans 92

(2111 Te]o] = 10] 4| 2SN 98



